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OPULATION EPORT Immigration numbers are highly variable over time. The annual number of legal and illegal
migrants to the United States grew rapidly in the mid-1990s, peaked by the late 1990s, then declined
substantially after 2001. By 2004, the annual inflow of foreign-born persons had declined 24 from its all-time
high in 2000. Immigration levels in 2004 are comparable with those of the mid-1990s and still significantly below
the peak levels of 1999 - 2000 ( Passal and Suro 2004; U. S. Citizenship and Immigration Services n. d. ). Key
United States population trends over the past century are identified in Markham and Steinzor ( 2006 ):
Population growth: U. S. growth is higher than other industrialized nations at a current annual rate of slightly
less than 1 ( Population Reference Bureau 2005 ). Population density: U. S. population density doubled to 80
people per mi., although it remained low relative to the world average of 120 per mi. ( Hobbs and Stoops 2002
). Population distribution: The United States changed from being primarily rural to urban and suburban. By
2000, half of all Americans lived in suburban areas ( Hobbs and Stoops 2002; US Census Bureau 2001 ). Regional
distribution: The U. S. population shifted South and West, and those regions dominated the centurys growth (
Hobbs and Stoops 2002 ). The West: Population grew faster in the West than in any other U. S. region ( Hobbs
and Stoops 2002 ). The Census Bureau updates population figures from...
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