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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 edition. Excerpt: . ITALY, THE HOME OF SONG Enrico Caruso Opera And The
Public In Italy Anyone who has traveled in Italy must have noticed the interest that is manifested at the opening
of the opera season. This does not apply only to the people with means and advanced culture but also to what
might be called the general public. In addition to the upper classes, the same class of people in America who
would show the wildest enthusiasm over your popular sport, base-ball, would be similarly eager to attend the
leading operatic performances in Italy. The opening of the opera is accompanied by an indescribable fervor. It
is in the air. The whole community seems to breathe opera. The children know the leading melodies, and often
discuss the features of the performances as they hear their parents tell about them, just as the American small
boy retails his father s opinions upon the political struggles of the day or upon the last ball game. It should not
be thought that this does not mean a sacrifice to the masses, for opera is, In a sense, more expensive in Italy
than hi America; that is, it is more expensive by comparison in most parts of the country. It should be
remembered that monetary values in Italy are entirely different from those in America. The average Italian of
moderate means looks upon a lira as a coin far more valuable than its equivalent of twenty cents in...
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