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illustrated. 1840 Excerpt: . . . THE DEER-STALKERS OF GLENSKIACH. CHAPTER I. The red roe bounds swift
through the wilds of Braemar; The war-cry sounds sharp from the crags of Glenshee, But where nature blooms
sweetest, the heart may break soonest. And Loves tales are aye saddest in Tales like Strathdee. --scraps. About
the middle of the seventeenth century, before civilimprovement had penetrated into the fastnesses of the north,
the Highlands of Scotland were in all respects in that wild state, from which constantly arose circumstances
and incidents that are at least very different from tha common routine of modern life. Feudal clanship was still
in its vigour. To the lawless tribes of the Scottish mountains and forests, life was a mixture of romance and
barbarism, of enthlt siastic devotion to their adored chiefs, and of liberty as perfect as that of the noble savage
him self, who roams the wilds at will, and gratifies his love or his vengeance by his own dexterity, or the
strength of his arm. And yet, as is well known, Highlanders have to this day a tinge of melancholy in their
characters. Nature is often grand and impressive around them; but the impression, though deep, and poetical
from its wildness, is generally cheerless in its solemnity, and bleak and rugged in its very grandeur. The
inconstant sky of these foggy regions adds often a darker gloom to the effect of the bold scenery of their
mountains, and to the impressive stillness of their...
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