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indexed. Not illustrated. 1886 Excerpt: .which could claim it. By the majority of writers who have discussed this
point, the sixth is referred to the fifth. Thus, Gegenbaur considers the sixth to be an independently arising motor
root of the fifth, a view which Schwalbel also adopts. Wiedersheim speaks of the fifth and sixth nerves as
together making up a segmental nerve; while Huxley8 is disposed to view the sixth as primarily part of the fifth.
Notwithstanding the weight of authority against me, I think that the sixth nerve should be grouped with the
seventh, and not with the fifth, for the following reasons: --1. In the early stages of both chick and dog-fish the
roots of the sixth are completely behind those of the fifth nerve. Indeed, the majority of the roots are even
behind the roots of the seventh; and although a transverse section may, as in fig. 7, pass through the roots of
both sixth and seventh nerves, yet the root of the sixth in such a section is the most anterior of the series, the
other roots being further back, and completely behind the seventh root. 2. lu adult vertebrates, also the sixth
nerve usually arises beucath or slightly behind the seventh, very rarely in front of it. 3. Though the sixth nerve
may, beyond its root, be closely connected with the fifth, yet it is important to notice that all the cases--
Petromyzon, Lepidosiren, Pipa, Rana, Anura--in which it is described as fusing with the fifth, are...
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