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grade: 2, 0, Helmut Schmidt University - University of the Federal Armed Forces Hamburg, language: English,
abstract: The British Telegraph published the article entitled Navy to cut its fleet by half on its cover on the 5th
January 2007. The article stated that what was once worlds most formidable fleet, has to be reduced by half.
The reason given for those major cuts is as often money. In the 17th century British sailors along with other
European sailors formed the backbone of Tsar Peter the Firsts fleet. Even then a fleet cost a huge amount of
money, not just building it but maintaining it in shape or even going to war. Peter was very willing to spend that
money because his opinion was that every potentate leader of an army has one arm but the one who has a
fleet also has two arms. Although times have changed since then the British are still concerned about the sizes
of the fleets of other European nations: the French Navy, which will be far superior to the Royal Navy after the
cuts. A senior officer was also quoted saying: What this means is that we are now no better than a coastal
defence force or a fleet of dug-out canoes. The Dutch now have a better navy than us. As shown, even today
having a big fleet is connected with pride, power, and potential that no one wants to be lacking. To further
understand Peters ambitions | started this work with a short overview of his family background and
adolescence. This paper deals with the impact on the...
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